Mandatory Generic Substitution
Questions and Answers

Why is BCBSF Implementing a Mandatory Generic Substitution Benefit?

Mandatory generic substitution encourages members to choose lower cost generic drugs in place of high cost brand medications.

About Generics:

· The amount you pay at the pharmacy is lower for generics

· Generics have the same Food and Drug Administration (FDA) standards as brand-name drugs

· Active ingredients are the same

· Quality and purity standards are the same

· Strength, dosage, performance, and intended use are the same

What does Mandatory Generic Substitution mean?

Mandatory generic substitution encourages members to choose lower cost generic drugs in place of high cost brand medications.

How does Mandatory Generic Substitution work?

When a member chooses to fill a brand-name prescription when a lower cost generic equivalent is available, the member will pay the brand deductible, copayment and/or coinsurance and the cost difference between the brand and generic drug.  

How does this benefit impact the health and/or the pharmacy deductible and out-of-pocket maximum?

Non H.S.A. Example:

If a member chooses to fill a Brand medication when a generic equivalent is available ONLY the cost of the generic equivalent will apply towards the member’s pharmacy deductible.  

H.S.A. Example:  

For members who are enrolled in a H.S.A. Compatible Plans with Integrated Rx, the cost difference between the generic and the brand will NOT apply towards the member’s deductible or out-of-pocket maximum. 

What happens if a member cannot take the generic equivalent?

Mandatory generic substitution does not apply if the prescriber requests the brand drug.  In order for the member to fill the brand-name prescription without paying the cost difference the prescribing physician must indicate “Medically Necessary” on the prescription.

Which products are impacted by this change?

The following small and large group pharmacy products are impacted by the change:

· BlueScript® (BlueOptions® and BlueChoice® PPO)

· MediScript (BlueChoice PPO) 

· BlueCare RxSM (BlueCare HMO) 
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